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Legal Department 



William B. Clemmons, Jr. 
Patent Attorney 

Direct Dial: (901) 399-6015 

E-mail: billdemmnn ^^h^ w ™~ 




1-450 Braok-s Rd, Memphis, IN 38 110 USA 
Telephone: 901-306-2121 
Telefax: 901-396-7824, Telex: 683-S02S 

Smith*Nephew 



June 15, 2001 



Via Certified Mail 



John M. Cuckler, M.D. 
3410 East Briarcliff Road 
Birmingham, AL 35223 

Re: Reissue Application for U.S. Patent No. 5,931,870; Our File No. 01-31-0735 
Dear Dr. Cuckler: 

cove, fScol'^W ZE&^J?, t "^ m « "» ab0TC «"* 



■ Reissue Application Declaration by the Inventor (the "Declaration")- and 
An Amendment to be filed in the Patent Office. 



cncloaco^endment £ fiSZS?* 0 If- t ° f ' 8?0 PatK<t 35 !— «• H» 

process. 

the invention which coiiW he i«^ m «f w outness to describe a certain structural feature of 

protect cJccSS ^tomS^^'TJT^ We W0Uld P refer in order *> adequately 
Amendment covTfte^^ SilrT ^ , Ac ? rdil ^ ^ clai ™ contained in the 
should «>t be ^.Tto to^^S^tSnSrT "U,* COntainill g P° rti ^' ^ "lip" which 
you agree that ^Z^^^l^^T ?IeaSe read ^ ncw ^ carefuUy and, af 
Declaration as m^^!^^ rtl °5 T™* by *** ^ ^ *• ™*°«* 

this matter ZyteZlTZT^ *i ^ -f 7 ° r c *™ nta what — Wg 

for your coopc^on ^ Sh ° Wn above - Thar * 

you very much 



Very truly yours, 
William B. CTemrnons, Jr. 
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o 
o 



cc: Brian Austin 
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jcST AVAILABLE COPY 



Legal Department 

William B. Cleinmons, Jr. 
Patent Attorney 

Direct Dial: (901) 399-6015 

E*mail: bjll.clemmonsfatsmith-nephew.com 



Smiiii & Nephew, Inc. 

1450 Broote R<1, Memphis, TN 38 U6 USA 

Tclcphotrc: 901-39(5-2121 

Tcte&x; 901-396-7S24, Telex: 682-&UZ5 



Smith^Nephew 




July 20, 2001 

Birmingham, AL 35223 

Re: Reissue Application for U.S. Patent No. 5,931,870; Our File No. 01-31-0735 
Dear Dr. Cuckler: 

On June 15, 2001, 1 forwarded to you a copy of the Reissue Application we intend to file in 

SSSL'S m T ref r C 1 U,S - ^ ^ rCqU6Sted * at ^ ™™ ** Declaration and 
f l6t T ^ lf y ° U haVe ^ 1 Uestioils or ^mments. I would greatly appreciate it if 

DcciSon to % 5™ lf T ' 6el ™ ~«y. and, if not reLn\e signed 

Declaration to me at your earliest possible convenience. Our deadline for filins this Rehw 

«°e n " AUSUSt 3l 2 ° 01 ' 5 ° * iS -* you return the .i^^tot^ 

with o^lT "J? ^ * "^5^ **" a PP HcatiOT is M«Wy confidential, and should not be shared 
with or disclosed to anyone outside Smith & Nephew. 

Thank you very much for your cooperation. 

Very truly yours, 




William B. Cleinmons, Jr. 

WBC/pjs 
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Legal Department 



William B, Cleoimons, Jr. 
Patent Attorney 

Direct Dial: (901) 399-6015 

E-mail: MIl clenmiom^fiTTiitii-TigpW.eo^ 



Smith & Nephew, Inc. 



1450 BrooksRd., Memphis, TN 38116 US-a" 

Ieiephonc; 901-396*2121 

Telefax: 901*396-7824. Telex: 6824025 

Srnith^Nephew 



July 30, 2001 

John M. Cuckler, M.D. , „ 

™* University of Alabama at Binmngham ^ 20 ^ 975 - 5 " 7 

School of Medicine 

Division of Orthopaedic Surgery 

508 Medical Education Building 

1 8 1 3 6 th Avenue South 

Birmingham, AL 35294 

Re: Reissue Application for U.S. Patent No. 5,931,870; Our File No. 01-31-0735 
Dear Dr. Cuckler: 

'* r ^^y™ ^ your letter of My 5, 2001 regarding the reissue application we intend to file for 

!;X;ST fi ^ respo ^ e to , your question - the " leJ^S J2£ 

S a new md^Lf ^ ^ v T^l^ fa Claim 48 > Wbi <* is de P^t from claim 

Z£*Z , ^ 1C \ bro f y COVers our P roduct ' Claim 47 defines the product as 

slight, but it is acommon draftinTpractice forwent IZyT * *" ^ be 

While Watlv df V'S " bUttTe f S " iOTnWy ' deSCribeS °- C - to - ^vision Ring. 

c^ruedTSvi^ TJ"**"* u 111 ^ iS acce P ttWe teira ' 0Ur ^cem is that it rna^te 
Tnt S * TnT M° Pe ^ t6rm " co ^g Portion" as contained in the new 

« - hut could 

Prcviouf ^ Provided with my . 

have any further questions or comment, onvemence. Do not hesitate to contact me if you 



Very truly yours, 



William B. Clemmons, J 



WBC/pjs 



